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Important Monthly Indicators Bank Clearings for Individual Cities—February 1951 and 1950 


Feb. Feb. Jan. (Thousends of Dollars) 

INDUS TRIAL 195! 1950 195! D- Sh. 
Feb. 195) Feb. 1950 Change Jan. 1951 
Anthracite Production (net tons) 3,532 2,581 4,199 
Bitum! [oe@! Prod. inet @ : 12,145 50,950 2,130,112! 1,723,817 
Construction Contracts 779,530 1,043,248 Philedelphie 4,118,000 3, 434,000 
opper Production ret. inet ) 94,036 401,474 308,120 
Copper Deliveries ret. inet sees 112,773 Pittsburgh 1,137,537 
Newsprint Production inet 468,346 Cleveland 1,129,228 
Newsprint Shipments (net 447,590 Cincinnati 656,178 
Reyon Yarn Deliveries (pounds) 71,500 Baltimore 841,278 
ptee!l ingot Production (net tons).... 6,793 Richmond 460,095 
inc Production (net tons) . 69,639 1,005,700 
1 Shipments (net tons) 69,380 84,257 467,975 
360,287 
Jan. Jan. Dec. 2,717,786 
1951 1950 1,507,622 


Production industria! (FRB). ..1935-398100 ° . Lovisville 
Factory Employment ° ° ° Minneapolis 1,'4t,tt4 
Factory Payroits 1939=100 . 29. Kanses City 1,385,484 
ement Production (baerrets) * ° 614,766 
Cement Shipments (berrets) 490,570 
igerette Production t 3: 1,218,394 
Coke Production inet to 6,76 . ° 986,775 
Cotton Consumption tt . 2,033,163 
Electricity Production (kw-hours).... > Portland, Ore 585,622 
Lead Production primary tons dese. Seattle 591,820 419,558 726,183 
Lead Shipments (net tons dececccccceses 
Motor Vehictes, Factory Sales U. S.... Totel 24 Cities.... 30,125,559 24,424,959 37,290,986 
Pig tron Production (net tons) 2 5,89 New York 30,960, 273 28,250,937 39,922,901 
Rubber Consumption (long tons) 


Tires > Production (units) Total 25 Ct tletecesc 61,085,832 52,675,896 16.0 77,219,727 


Tires = Shipments (units) - 7,573 


2,661,648 


++ eererr rr rererrertrrr er rree + 





1950 Bank Clearings for Individual Cities—2 Months 1951 and 1950 


pasoline Production tberrets) 90 83,590 87,322 {Thousends of Dollers) 

Petroleum Production ibarrets)...seee 155,830 176,725 

Petroleum Consumption 169,723 182,539 2 Months 2 Months 2 Months 
Wool Consumption 46,500 $7,600 50,400 1951 1950 1949 


4,791,769 3,767,131 
Philadelphia.....- 7,421,000 
685,601 
‘ Feb. Feb. Jen. ° 2,385,078 
FINANCIAL 1951 i9SO 195} ° 2,468,196 
Cincinnati 
Rank Debits, Totel U. S. 101,414 86,292 123,224 Baltimore. 
ank Debits, N. Y. C. 35,727 48,207 Richmond... 
ank Debits, Outside N.Y.C. ‘ 50,565 75,017 Atiente.. 
wond Sales N. Y. Stock Ex. 68,487 120,000 
jond Sales N. Y. Curb Ex. 
»a@les Municipel 
ssses (§$ 7 5 
nsurance Sales | »,000 2,068,000 
sales N Y Stock Ex. (shares)... 33,406 70,181 Louisville 
Sales N Y Curb Ex. (shares).... 00 7,360 16,220 Minneapolis 
Kansas City 


3,664,416 


Jan. Dec. 
1950 1950 846,415 
2,130,690 
ry 972,300 740,800 1,063,200 1,726,451 
° # 1,022,300 623,400 864,100 San Francisco 3,192,704 
New Capite! Flotations (§$ ° i, 185,000 840,215 Portiand, Ore 1,039,372 
Reilwey Earnings, Gross | 848,729 657,045 927,930 Seattie. 1,318,003 903,543 875,548 
Reilway Earnings, Net Op. Inc. 77,691 32,796 113,319 
(#) OOO Omitted. if) 000,000 Omitted. Total 24 Cities.... 67,422,385 52,357,023 a0 castors 
282,5 7 


erect 


Merchandise Exports U. §S 
Merchandise imports U. S 
{ 


+e eeeereeererere eoereereree te 


' 





mre oe 


New York 70,883,174 60, 2266 


! 
i 


Tote! 25 Cities.... 138,305,559 112,639,589 108,649,317 


Summary of Bank Clearings—Monthly—1948 to Date 
(Millions of Doblers) 


Tote! 25 United Stetes Cities Daily Average Bank Cleerings Totel 24 Cities Excluding N. Y. C. 
19S1 1950 1949 1948 1951 1950 1949 1948 19S!I 1950 1949 1948 


JORUST Ys oc cece 59,964 58,314 60,040 2,970.0 2,398.5 37,297 27,932 27,697 28,889 
February 51,914 30,126 24,425 23,947 24,367 
28,882 26,860 
25,945 27,466 
25,711 26,431 
26,886 28,721 

26,848 ? 
one 26,345 27,654 
September 26,772 28,573 
Oc tober . 27,468 29,112 
33,078 26,886 29,084 
December 71,82! 63,705 67,518 2,450.2 ee 33,063 28,603 2087 


761,985 678,832 710,008 2,235.4 2,344.8 362,676 319,990 338.454 
Summary of Industrial and Commercial Failures—Monthly—1948 to Date 


Number of Failures Current Liebltitttes (000 Omitted) Tote! Liebilittes (000 Omitted) 
IPE 1949 1951 1950 1949 1948 1951 1950 1949 1948 


Jenvery 864 566 $21,685 $26,436 $19,159 $12,965 $21,912 $26,556 $19,159 $13,010 
Februery Bt! 685 009 22,156 7 25,619 9 27,695 . 

— 8e4 847 27,900 17,481 seecee 28,310 38,284 17,554 

806 877 21,250 15,296 _ 21,500 33,899 

are 775 22,672 13,814 22,856 24,620 

828 18,072 12,163 23,085 29,279 

719 19,538 13,876 19,538 22,494 

18,448 21,442 18,717 31,720 

15,254 20, 703 15,254 20,648 

16,649 25,114 16,708 24,129 

18,864 24,416 18,904 23,496 

21,044 19,251 31,73) 21,044 19,432 


9, 162 9,246 $248,243 $308,109 $234,620 eee $255,057 $314,885 
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United States Wholesale Commodity Price Index Dun & Bradstreet Wholesale Food Price index— 1949 to Date 


Bureau of Labor Statistics 
United Stetes Department of Labor 
Weekly index of Wholesale Commodity Prices (1926=100) 


Mer. Feb. Feb. Feb. Feb. Maer. 
7 


6 27 13 6 
Commodity Groups: 1951) «1951 1951 t95!1 1950 


All Commodi ties. 183.0 183.3 183.4 182.3 152.7 


201.5 203.4 203.4 200.3 159.4 
189.3 192.3 195.5 190.7 164.0 
266.3 270.9 271.1 263.9 201.8 
188.6 189.5 190.1! 188.8 155.7 
273.2 274.3 277.5 274.4 215.0 


Farm and foods 171.2 170.9 170.8 170.2 146.0 
Textile Products.... 182.2 181.8 181.8 181.1 137.8 
Fuel & Lighting Materials... 138.1 137.6 137.5 136.2 
Metals & Metal Products... 188.7 188.7 188.7 188.9 
Building Materials 227.9 226.7 226.7 226.5 
Chemicais&Allied Products.. 148.5 147.7 147.2 145.5 

SPECIAL INDEXES (1947=100) 

Petroleum and Products. 124.6 124.6 124.6 124.6 
Retined Petroleum Prod.... 2 122.9 122.9 122.9 
Crude Petroleum 133.5 133.5 133.5 
Netural Gasoline 107.3 107.3 116.4 


KNWOAWwWWwwuwy 
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Bureau of Lebor Statistics 


AA CO BooOoOo 
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United States Depertment of Labor 
Monthiy index of Whoiesele Commodity Prices (1926=!00) 
Jan. Dec. Nov. Oct. Sept. Jan. 


1950 1950 1950 1950 1950 
Commodity Groups: 


u 
. 


> wow vivVd Ow 


All Commodities 


@Dw~ USA 


Farm Products - 177.8 180.4 154.7 
FOORS av ccsecce eecse 2 172.5 177.2 154.8 
Hides & Leath eee ; 208.5 202.9 179.3 
Textile Products.... 2 163.1 158.3 138.5 
Fuel & Lighting Materials 135.4 135.1 131.4 
Metais & Mata! Products... oe : 178.6 176.7 168.4 
Bullding Materials.....-. 2 218.9 219.6 191.6 
Chemicals & Allied Products.. 6 132.2 128.6 115.7 
Houseturnishing Goods. 163.8 159.2 144.7 
Miscellaneous Products : 140.5 137.6 131.3 127.4 110.0 


. 
>. ©? 
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Raw Materials 187.1 184.5 180.2 181.8 159.8 

Semi-Menutactured Products... 178.1 173.0 169.3 165.7 144.8 AVETOgGEeees = vee $6.21 
¢ t t 168.9 165.1 1 e 4. 48.92 

Gat denaarttes Bean T -" SFod PeteD fehes Notes The Wholesale Food Price tndex represents the sum total of 
Farm Products 172.3 168.8 166.9 166.9 150.5 the price per pound of 31 toodstutts in general use. 

All Commodities Other 
Farm Products & foods..... 2 166.6 163.7 161.5 159.2 145.8 


Daily Wholesale Price Index of 30 Basic Commodities 


Compiled by Dun & Bradstreet, inc., trom wholesate quotetions 
turnished by the United Press Associations. (1930-1932=100) 


United States and Foreign Wholesale Price Index Numbers + robe Jan. Dec. Nov. 


324.4) 326.72 304.89 294. 
Dec. Nov. Oct. 5 324.56 5 ° 294. 
1950 1950 50 325.00 6. 319.10 296. 





U. Se (Be Ll. ° : 178.3 169.1! . 325.11 
Canada (Dom. eee ° 226.4 221.3 . 324.00 
Denmarck. " 275.0 257.0 234. 324.63 
Dominican Republic... - 238.0 , 28. 22 325.39 
Finlend.. a) . 1,180.0 24.( . 324.62 
Pr ORECEe ccccces 2 120.0 ° ° 323.69 
Guatemala... . 141.0 3 Peccce 
2,469.0 2,433.0 0 ; 8 324.04 
414.0 413.0 35.¢ 7 
Switzerland 218.0 211.0 
U. K. (Bd. eves 276.0 269.0 


Dec. Nov. 
1950 1950 


882.0 

438.0 

507.0 

229.0 

5,803.0 

22,320.0 

335.0 

Netherlands os 333.0 

New Zealand owe eas 

227.0 

234.0 

Turkey... e° 471.0 
Unton Sow Atrice@s.eees 215.0 299.0 ? 5 329.66 DITLTe dans 6 
U. Ke. t(Economisti.... oeee e ous 319.32 244.21 Jan. 13 
Venezueleé... “c 167.0 6 168.0 170.0 164.0 269.61 : 236.41 Aug. 16 
a 1937@100 b 1926100 c 19382100 d 1927=!00 e 3/38=100 ¢ 1939=100 308.62 . 268.02 Dec. 22 
g '936-384100 h \/46=100 1 19412100 Jj 1949=100 k 1935-39=100 ° 304.62 . 232.80 Jaen. 23 
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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES 
February 1951 and 1950 























—_ Ww & UW" 


_ 


DUN’S STATISTICAL REVIEW—APRIL 195] 





BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES—Continued 


February 
1951 
20- ents 
Montgomery, A! 
Muskogee, Okla 
Nashville, 
New Orleans, 
Oklahoma Ci ty, Okla.. 
Port Arthur, Texas.. 
San Angelo, Texas. 
San Antonio, Texas.. 
Shreveport, 
Tulsa, 
Waco, 
Wichite 


Fails, Texas.. 364,444 





Totel So. Central... $59,139,485 
West Centrals 
Ceder kapids, 
Davenport, low 
Des Moines, 
Uubuque, 
Duluth, 
Fargo, N- 
Kansas ity, 
Kansas City, 
Lincotn, Neb. 
Minneapolis, 


$414,372 


1,509,551 





$14,176,924 


Total United States 


1951 19580 
$446,881,40 $334,999,16! 
343,121,578 
448,893,654 
445,978,656 
568,904,044 
568,023,104 
524,978,208 
550,997,973 
408, 266,993 
$20, 255,66 
408,668,048 
426,607,027 


February 
1950 


$584,900 
274, 450 
1,160,008 
14,040,153 


207,418 


Febryary 1951 and 1950 


January 
tY> 
Mounteins 
$791,330 Boise, 
270,725 
767,338 
7,489,497 
3,560,170 
430,700 


Colorado Springs, C 
Denver, . 
Greet Faliis, Mont.. 
Ogden, Utah.... 
Phoenix, 

Pueblo, Colececscs 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Tucson, Ariz.. 


COoleccecss 


Total Mountain... 





$76,003,349 


$725,588 
194,625 
922,995 
120,112 
80,896 


Pacitics 
Bakerstielid, Cai... 
Berkeley, Caleseees 
Beverly Hilts, Cel. 
Fresno, Caleceseces 
Glendale, Cal... 
Long Beech, 

Los 

Oakland, 
Pasadena, 
Portland, Ore... 
Sacramento, Cal. 
san Diego, Cel.. 
San Francisco, Cal. 
San Jose, Cal... 
Seattie, Wash... 
Spokane, Wash.... 
Stockton, 

Tacoma, 
Pacitic... 


2,248,129 Total 





$. 


- - " f ‘ 
2,958,102 ofsl 215 Cities 


Building Permit Values for 215 Cities—Monthly—1949 


ities 
1949 
$222,489,796 $5 
244,195,551 
25,790,104 


210,418,890 


New York City 


i951 1950 1949 
1,032,885 $41,873,234 $64,741,267 
67,454,496 51,217,797 
48,240,730 38,089,095 
57,723,455 38,753,201 
86,101,764 38,898,668 
102,562,255 46,389,039 
37,123,541 : 
37,858,882 
30,673,613 
10,902,243 
37,350,881 


38,150,313 41,739,020 





49,694, 106 


$3,918,869,774 


$656,015,407 $528,528,184 


February 
1951 
$469,603 
one 
807,113 
6,791,54 


P 


488,979 


Februery 
1950 


$270,560 


745,485 





$12,495,823 


$40) ,858 
1,364,038 


1,591, 
627,300 
2,858,625 
28,069,688 
1,878,456 


“* 
3, 465,030 
2,066,418 
298,835 
1,776,385 


$9,393,887 


$547,250 
4,491,888 
209,515 
1,360,247 
6, 742 
1,960,250 
15,887,203 
2,449,354 
1,555,651 
$,550,770 
1,210,244 
3,923,824 
5,240,339 
2,047,451 
3,900,245 
839,845 
480,265 
|, 489,968 





$69,009,112 


$54,111,051 





$327,241,738 


Outside New 


i195! 


$395,848 


$343,121,578 


York City = 


i9Si 


$293,125,927 


275,667,082 
400,652,924 
398,255,201 
482,802,280 


38s, 


56, 


Janvery 
195! 


$226,280 

37,226 

194,375 

5,598,293 
4 





$12,216,683 


$367,3'2 
541,048 
1,'22,003 


| 666,826 





$72,908 ,04) 





$446,881,40! 


214 Cities 


1949 


$157,748,529 


192,977,754 


268,679,870 





Building Permit Values and Index for 120 Cities—1938 to Date 


average, base 
(Valve 
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don average of 

figures in thousands of doll S.) 

1949 
index 


1948 
velve index 


233,32) 
190,904 
263,664 
265, 763 
279,26 


1920-1930 = 100: Ad) 


usted 


164,828 


222,834 
222,942 
226,908 
245,263 
260,638 
227,903 
255,387 


Value index 


JAD AD AD AD SS 1 
t~3s OO — OND WA 
. . . . . . . 


- . 
—~@Oa va — 


Qa 


$4,893,678,699 $3,390,341,590 


! 
Valve 
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Failures by Industria! Groups—Monthly— 1949 to Date 
% of Wholesale % ot Retail + Con- ut 
1949 Total Trade Trede struction Tote! 


January 
February. 


76 
90 
102 
98 


. 
_= @ @ 
. 


>A) 


—4~OOoO COO Wer 


267 
318 


a 
. 


AD A 
. 
. . 


AD PO AD AD A PO 

nou 

. . - > . 

oO OWN OC — A 
. 


September 
October.. 
November. 
December.. 


oo- O00 @@@w3wodnd 


®> 

o 

. . . 
eoOonnw@vo-ws-h& 


WOON ON —-ONMON & 


Totel Year 


v 

w 

. 

a 
© 
. 


1950 


--O@oOo0od~ 
ee0@egeoeeeésd 
-~sooverleaneansOv' 


i—- OO OUN WV ww ~ 


ww 
Onn 
. 


SSei 


| 


December 


Total 


Failures by Size of Liabilities—Monthly—1949 to 


$25,000 to $100,000 to Zot 


Tota! Under Z of $5,000 to % ot 
$25,000 Tota! $100,000 $!,000,000 Tote! 


Number 5,000 Total 


566 85 
685 108 
847 142 
87/7 18? 
775 157 
828 158 
719 163 
BIO 162 


. 
n 


. 
COAN — ORM W & — & & b 


5 
6 
7 


aavrvcbgwouvvndv 
. . . 


nr 
» 


@2woO-@e O@MUO 


September 
October 


wee ee Ouwues 


» 
. 
. 


December 


. . 
WwY@MaewOypw- OO 


a> -— A 
-— A) 
> > * 
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Total 
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Failures by Divisions of industry—February 195! United States Failures by States—February 1951 


Number of Feilures Current Liebiltties 


Number ot Feilures Current Liabilities 
(Thousands of Dollars) 


{Thousands of Dollars) 
Feb. 2 Months Feb. 2 Months 
} 19* 


Feb. 2 Months Feb. 2 Months 
Mining . Manu? acturinags i951! 1951 v5 i95! 195 7 


: New England: 1951 1951 1950 1951 i951 
Mining=Coa!, Oil, Mis« 
food & Kindred Products 
Textile Mi Prods & App’ 
Lumber & Products-.cecces 
Paper, Printing & Pub.. 
nemiceis &Atilied Pr 
Leather & Products....-.. 
ne,Clay&Giess Prods. 
Stee! & Products... 


Mei n€ecccccecscececes 
New Hampshire. ccrcece 
VETMONTes cececececesese 
Massachusetts... e-e. 
Cenaecticut-<coevsese 
Rhode islande.ccrece 





Tote! New England... 


Middie Atlantic: 
New York 
O00 New Jers€yescccseccecs 
Pennsylvani@scsesess 


porta? 
] 
' 


lene 





Mining : 3¥5 3 11,309 18,833 





Total Middie Atl.... 
séle 
test No. Centrals 

NUS ce cscs cove ces ces 

INGLONScceccecsecesces 

LET nOlSccevccccccecs 

Mich gamecccccssresess 


Wiscons i necwcccvcces 





Tote! Eas Cent. 


West No 
Minnesota 
OWS.~ cee 
Missouri. 
Nor t 
MONGIS@es ees 5 ‘ Jt }? th 
essortes : 


+ 


Nebraska... 
nifture, riome furnis 
nber, Bidg.Mtis, 
ymotive sTOUD..-. 


r 





3 rinkir 
>tores.. 


ilaneo 
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Failures by Industrial Groups and Size of Liabilities—February 1951 


i{Liebllities in thousends of dollers) 
February i951 January to February {9 Jsanuery to 


Per Current Tote! Number Per “urrent Number Per 
Cent Lieb. Lieb. Cent Lieb. ent 


Mining & Manufacturing... 07 100.0 


are 19.6 

) to §25,000.. 36.4 

> to $100,00% eee 29.0 
$100,000- to $1,000,¢ 
$!,000,000 and Over 
Wholesale Trade.....-. 

Under $5,000....... 

$5,000 to $25,000.. 

$25,000 to $100,000 

$100,000 to $1,000, 

$1,000,000 and Over 


Satelt Veadec ce céicens 


Vader BB GOOe.vcaccess 
$5,000 to $25,000.... 


Construction.. 


Under $5,000..... 
) to $25,000 


), OO 
,» OC 
$1,000,000 and Over... 


Commercial Service.. 


Under $5,000... 
to $25 > MO 


United States. 


nder $5,000. 
§,000 to $25 
5 , OO te 
000 


kKichmond.. 
Atlanta. 
nic 8go.«. 
St. idul 
Minneapo 
Kansas 
Dailes 

San Franc 


Total Unt 
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TRADE ACTIVITY IN TWENTY-NINE REGIONS 





EASTER SHOPPING LIFTS SPENDING 


Consumer spending expanded sea- 
sonally during the first half of March 
following the moderate dip in Febru- 
ary from the unusually high level 
reached just after the holidays. Easter’s 
early arrival was generally reflected in 
sizable gains over a year ago in total 
retail trade. Higher retail prices also 
accounted for much of the year-to-year 
rise. The interest in some consumer 
durables fell moderately. 

A modest dip in consumer spending 
occurred in February according to 
the seasonally adjusted Dun’s Review 
Regional Trade Barometer. The pre- 
liminary for February at 340.6 (1935- 
1939100) was 5.5 per cent below the 
preceding month but 19.6 per cent 
higher than that of a year ago. It was 
7.4 per cent below the all-time high 
reached in July 1950, the month of 
much scare buying. The barometer is 
adjusted for the number of business 
days in each month. 

Total retail trade in February was 
estimated at $10.7 billion, 15 per cent 
larger than that of a year ago. 

In January the barometer attained 
the highest mark reached in any Janu- 
ary on record. The final figure of 360.3 
was 14.3 per cent above the previous 
month and 30.2 per cent higher than a 
year earlier. 

All of the barometers but one rose 
during the month. The sole monthly 
drop, that of 6.5 per cent, occurred in 
the Florida Region (21). The largest 
monthly rise, 33.5 per cent was in the 
Pittsburgh Region (7). 

For the third consecutive month all 
of the barometers surpassed the levels 
of a year earlier. The highest barom- 
eter was that for the Atlanta and Bir- 
mingham Region (20). For the third 
successive month the New England Re- 
gion (1) had the lowest barometer. 

Increases over a year ago ranged from 
13.4 per cent in the North and South 
Carolina Region (19) to 33.5 per cent 
in the Pittsburgh Region (7). 
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REGIONAL TRADE BAROMETER COMPARISONS 


Adjusted for Seasonal Variation 
(1935-1939 = 100) 
Change Change Comparison 1939 
Jan. trom Dec. from with Retail 
1951 Jan. 1950 1950 Dec. 1950 U.S. Sales 
of ° o/ 


REGION o/ 
° 


/o /o 


United States. 360.3 + 30.2 315.1 +14.3 100.0 
. New England ecm 277.1 + 25.6 240.3 +15.3 7.4 
. New York City bean 313.6 + 34.4 257.4 +21.8 9.4 
. Albany, Utica, and Syracuse 348.> + 26.7 323.1 + 7.8 2.4 
. Buffalo and Rochester 332.5 +21.8 300.1 +10.8 1.9 
. Northern New Jersey 280.6 + 31.1 254.7 +10.2 ; 2.9 
. Philadelphia es 330.8 +23.1 285.9 +15.7 6.1 
. Pittsburgh eeuas 358.9 + 37.7 268.8 + 33.5 — 0.4 3.8 
. Cleveland rer 377.8 + 29.3 341.3 +10.7 + 4.9 2.8 
. Cincinnati and Columbus 371.0 +20.1 330.6 +12.2 + 3.0 3.1 
. Indianapolis and Louisville 419.6 + 31.7 366.8 +14.4 + 16.5 2.8 
. Chicago it 41.4 +22.1 284.1 + 20.2 — §.2 6.6 
. Detroit 409.7 + 30.4 241.2 + 20.0 +123.7 4.1 
. Milwaukee Sp 392.8 +22.1 331.4 +18.5 + 9.0 2.1 
. Minneapolis and St. Paul 270.8 +27.7 226.5 +-12.6 + 2.9 4.3 
. Iowa and Nebraska pa 368.3 + 24.9 334.4 +10.1 + 2.2 3.0 
. St. Louis or 310.9 +18.9 297.3 + 4.6 —13.7 2.5 
. Kansas City es 395.8 + 23.0 345.7 +14.5 + 9.9 3.1 
. Maryland and Virginia - 341.6 + 20.7 310.4 +10.1 — §.2 3.9 
. North and South Carolina 364.9 +-13.4 341.7 . + 1.3 2.3 
. Atlanta and! Birmingham 470.7 +24.4 401.4 x + 30.6 3.5 
. Florida ....... ik ears 393.6 +-13.8 421.0 ' + 9.2, 1.5 
. Memphis nee - 438.4 + 30.9 361.4 +21.7 1.5 
. New Orleans ' 404.5 +14.1 380.9 ’ +12.3 1.2 
. Texas , ature 469.8 + 25.0 455-7 + 30.4 4-9 
. Denver 365.1 +26.9 355.1 . + 1.3 1.4 
. Salt Lake City ; 391.7 +29.8 361.9 + 8.7 0.8 
. Portland and Seattle 394.2 + 34.2 375.8 ; + 9.4 2.7 
8. San Francisco eer 361.4 +24.1 335.7 : + 0.3 3.7 
. Los Angeles Pe Tee 377.5 + 26.6 341.4 +10.6 + 4.8 4.3 
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TRADE ACTIVITY —§ A REGIONAL SUMMARY 





Region 1 

JanuarY—Barometer up sharply, 25.6°, 
above a year ago; 23.1°%, below U.S. Bos- 
ton wholesale volume noticeably above 
1950, New Bedford up 5°, New Haven 
up 5°%, Providence up 10%. 

Fesruary—Department store sales in 
Boston 12°% larger than a year ago, all 
New England up 9°%. Production some- 
what hampered by strikes and material 
shortages. The rate of collections faster 
than a year ago. 


Region 2 

JaANUARY—Barometer up sharply, 34.4%, 
higher than a year ago; 13°, below U. S. 
New York City wholesale volume percep- 
tibly above that of a year ago; Bridgeport 
up 4%. 
Fresruary—Department store sales in 
New York City 18°, higher than a year 
ago; apparel store sales up 13.94. Ma- 
terial shortages becoming more noticeable. 
Labor supply shrinking. Collections un- 
changed. 


Region 3 

January—Barometer up slightly, 26.7° 
above a year ago; 3.3°% below U. S. 
Wholesale volume in Albany 5° above 
a year ago; in Binghamton and Utica up 
4°%, Syracuse up 21°%. 

FEBRUARY—Syracuse department store 
sales 17°, above that of a year ago. Or- 
ders for defense needs mounting steadily. 
Industrial construction near peak levels. 
The rate of collections as prompt as a 
year ago. 


Region 4 

JaNuARY—Barometer up noticeably and 
21.8°%, above that of a year ago; 7.7°”, be- 
low U. S. barometer. Buffalo and Ro- 
chester wholesale volume still appreciably 
above that of a year ago. 

Fesruary—Department store sales in 
Buffalo 12°%, higher than a year ago; in 
Rochester up 16°. Buffalo flour output 
2.8°% below a year earlier. Steel produc- 
tion in Buffalo averaged 104.0°/, of ca- 
pacity. Collections below 1950. 


Region 5 
JaNuaRY—Barometer up appreciably 
and 31.1% higher than that of a year 
earlier; 22.1°4 below U. S. barometer. 
Wholesale volume in Newark surpassed 
that of a year ago by 15°%. 
Fesruary—Department store sales in 
Newark 18° larger than that of a year 
earlier. Inventories quite swollen. Ma- 
terial shortages beginning to appear. Un- 
employment scanty. Rate of collections 
about even with a year ago. 
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The Dun’s Revirw Regional Trade Ba- 
rometers are designed to reflect changes 
in consumer purchases of commodities in 
the United States and 29 regions. A de- 
scription of the barometer and back fig- 
ures are available without charge. 

The regional trade summaries are based 
upon data collected and weighed by the 
local Dun & Brapstreet offices. Depart 
ment store sales, reported by the Federal 
Reserve District Banks, are for the four 
weeks ended February 24, 1951. 











Region 6 

January—Barometer up sharply and 
23.1% above a year ago; 8.2°/, below U. S. 
Philadelphia wholesale volume 24°. 
higher than last year, Wilmington up 
12°4, and Trenton up 10%. 

F esruary—Philadel phia department 
store sales 5°4, higher than a year ago. 
Apparel store sales up 7°. Philadelphia 
steel output again averaged 98.0% of 
capacity. Many new defense contracts. 
Collections more prompt than last year. 


Region 7 

JANUARY—Barometer rose most of all 
and 37.7°% above a year ago; 0.4°/, below 
U. S. Wholesale volume in Pittsburgh 
28°, greater than that of a year ago, 
Youngstown up 3%, Erie up 40%. 

Fesruary—Pittsburgh department store 
sales 23°, higher than that of a year ago; 
Erie sales also up 23°%. Steel output in 
Pittsburgh averaged 96.8°, of capacity, 
Youngstown 90.3°%, Wheeling 99.5°%. 
Rate of collections even with last year. 


Region 8 

January—Barometer up appreciably 
and 29.3% higher than a year ago; 4.9°. 
above U.S. Cleveland wholesale volume 
20°%, higher than last year, Akron also up 
20°%, Canton up 4°, Toledo up 8°. 

Fesruary—Akron department store 
sales 26°%, above a year ago, Cleveland up 
24°%,, Toledo up 22°%. Cleveland steel 
output averaged 79.4°, of capacity. Total 
industrial employment rising. Collections 
faster than a year ago. 


Region 9 

JaNnuary—Barometer up considerably 
and 20.1% above a year earlier; 3.0%, 
above U.S. Wholesale volume in Cincin- 
nati 45°%% above a year ago, Columbus 
volume up 7°%, Dayton up 3%. 

Fesruary—Cincinnati department 
store sales 8°/, larger than a year ago, 
Columbus sales up 6°/,. Output hindered 
slightly by labor and material shortages. 
Inventories still mounting. Rate of col- 
lections unchanged from a year ago. 





Region 10 

JANUARY—Barometer up noticeably and 
31.7% above a year ago; 16.5°, above 
U. S. Indianapolis wholesale volume 
53°, higher than last year; Louisville vol- 
ume up 15°, Evansville up 50°. 

Fesruary—lIndianapolis department 
store sales 18°, larger than a year earlier; 
Louisville sales up 8°4. Total payrolls 
dipped slightly. Deliveries beginning to 
lag. Rate of collections fasterd than a 
year ago. 


Region 1i 

January—Barometer up appreciably 
and 22.1°., above that of a year ago, 5.2°. 
below U. S. barometer. Wholesale vol- 
ume in Chicago 23°, higher than a year 
ago, Springheld up 5°, Rockford up 9°%. 

Fesryary—Chicago department store 
sales 16°, larger than a year ago. Steel 
output in Chicago averaged 99.4°%, of ca- 
pacity. Employment dipped slightly as 
shortages became more evident. Rate of 
collections prompter than a year ago. 


Region 12 
JaNuArY—Barometer up considerably 
and 30.4°%, above a year ago; 13.7°/, above 
U.S. Wholesale volume in Detroit 20°/, 
higher than a year ago, Grand Rapids up 
25°, and Saginaw up 14%. 
Fesruary—Detroit department store 
sales 25°, above last year. Steel produc 
tion in Detroit averaged 108.3°4 of ca- 
pacity. Automobile production 26.8°/ 
higher than last year. The rate of col- 
lections more prompt than last year. 


Region 13 

January—Barometer up sharply and 
23.1°/, higher than a year ago; 9.0°/ above 
U.S. Wholesale volume in Madison 8°” 
above a year ago, Milwaukee up moder 
ately, Green Bay up 5°. 

Fesruary—Milwaukee department 
stores surpassed the level of a year ago 
by 19%. Total payrolls declined slightly 
as production was hampered by strikes 
and shortages. The rate of collections 
slower than a year ago. 


Region 14 

JanuarY—Barometer up sharply and 
27.7°/, above a year ago; 2.9°/ above U. S. 
Wholesale volume in Minneapolis 3°/ 
above that of a year ago, St. Paul up 11°, 
Duluth up 15°, Sioux Falls up 8°. 

Fesruary—Department store sales in 
the Minneapolis Federal Reserve District 
7%, above a year earlier. Minneapolis 
flour output 16.7°% higher than a year 
ago. Defense orders more numerous. 
Collections as prompt as a year ago. 
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TRADE ACTIVITY 


A REGIQNAL SUMMARY 





Region 15 

JANUARY—Barometer up noticeably and 
24.9°, above a year ago; 2.2°,, above U.S. 
Wholesale volume in Davenport 25°, 
larger than a year ago, Lincoln up 15°, 
and Des Moines up 33° 

Frepruary— Total volume of retail trade 
maintained at a level well above that of 
a year ago. Inventories much higher than 
a year earlier. Many small plants expand. 
ing working forces to meet detense orders. 
Collections unchanged from year ago. 


Region 16 

January—Barometer up slightly and 
18.9°., above that of a year ago®, 13.7 
below U. S. barometer. The volume of 
wholesale trade in St. Louis exceeded that 
of a year earlier by 20°. 

Fespruary—sSt. Louis department store 
sales 9°, above that of a year ago. Steel 
output in St. Louis averaged g1.2°%, ot 
capacity. Some slackening in industrial 
production from material and labor short- 
ages. Collections even with a year ago. 


Region 17 

JaNuaRY—Barometer up appreciably 
and 23.0°%, above that of a year ago; 9.9° . 
above U.S. Kansas City wholesale trade 
6°° larger than a year ago, Oklahoma City 
up 16°”, St. Joseph up 50° 

Fresruary—Department store sales in 
Kansas City 13°, higher than a year 
earlier, Oklahoma City up 1°... Flour 
output in Kansas City 4.5°., above a year 
ago, Salina up 14°,, Wichita up 8.5°%. 
Collections faster than last year. 


Region 18 

JaNuARY—Barometer up noticeably and 
20.7° , above a year ago; 5.2°., below U.S. 
barometer. Wholesale volume in Wash- 
ington 15°, higher than a year ago, in 
Baltimore and Richmond volume up 3 

Fesruary—Baltimore department store 
sales 13°, above a year ago, Washington 
sales up 9°. Industrial production slow. 
ing as labor-management difficulties in- 
crease. Industrial construction near peak. 
Collections faster than last year. 


Region 19 

JanuarY—Barometer up slightly and 
13.4°., above a year earlier; 1.3°, above 
U. S. barometer. Wholesale volume in 
Charlotte 6°, above a year ago, Winston- 
Salem up 2°4, and Asheville up 25°. 

Fesruary—Total retail volume con- 
tinued noticeably higher than a year ago. 
Conversion to war production progressing 
rapidly. Skilled labor pool drying up. 
Deliveries and collections both slower than 
a year ago. 
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Region 20 

JaNuARY—Barometer up appreciably 
and 24.4°%, above a year ago; 30.6°/, above 
U. S. barometer. Wholesale volume in 
Atlanta 35°, larger than that of a year 
earlier, volume in Birmingham up 10° 

Fesruary—Atlanta department store 
sales 16°, above a year ago, Birmingham 
sales up 15°%, Augusta up 25°, and Nash- 
ville down 7°... Steel output averaged 
104.5°%, of capacity. Unemployment low. 
Collections slower than a year ago. 


Region 21 

JANUARY—Barometer down slightly but 
13.8°,, above a year ago; 9.2°%, above U.S... 
barometer. Jacksonville wholesale volume 
2°, above a year ago, Miami up 10%, 
and Tampa volume 22°% above a year ago. 

Fresruary—Jacksonville department 
store sales 6°, higher than a year ago, 
Miami sales up 18°. Total payrolls near 
peak levels; unemployment comparatively 
scanty. Deliveries still prompt. Collec- 
tions unchanged. 


Region 22 

Janvary-—Barometer up considerably 
and 30.9°., above a year ago; 21.7°., above 
U. S. barometer. Volume of wholesale 
trade in Memphis 5°., larger than that of 
a year ago, in Little Rock up 40°... 

Frsruary—Memphis department store 
sales unchanged from those of a year ago, 
in Little Rock sales 2°., below a year ago. 
Output slowed as some shortages appear. 
Some layoffs. Rate of collections faster 
than last year. 


Region 23 

JanuARY—Barometer up slightly and 
14.1°., above a year earlier; 12.3°,, above 
U. S. barometer. Wholesale volume in 
New Orleans 7°. above a year ago, in 
Jackson volume 5°/, below that of last year. 

Fresruary—Department store sales in 
New Orleans 3°, below a year earlier. 
Louisiana crude oil production 11.2‘ 
higher than last year. Many new defense 
orders. Inventories high. Collections not 
as prompt as last year. 


Region 24 

JaNuary—Barometer up slightly and 
25.0%, above a year ago; 30.4°, above U.S. 
Shreveport wholesale volume 5°, higher 
than last year, El] Paso up 25°, Fort Worth 
up 20°4, and Dallas unchanged. 

Fepruary—Dallas department store 
sales 4°, above a year ago, Fort Worth 
also up 4°4, Houston up 17°, San An. 
tonio down 2°%. Crude oil production in 
Texas 33.4°%, above a year ago. Rate of 
collections slower. 


Region 25 

JaNUARY—Barometer up slightly and 
26.9°, above a year ago; 3.1°, above U. S. 
Denver wholesale volume 7°, higher than 
that of a year ago; volume in Albuquer- 
que 3°, above that of a year ago. 

Fesruary—Department store sales in 
Denver 17°. larger than those of a year 
ago. Industrial capacity expanding 
steadily as many new defense orders are 
received. Inventories still rising. Rate 


of collections even with a year ago. 


Region 26 

JaNUARY—Barometer up moderately 
and 29.8°., above that of a year earlier; 
8.7°., above that of U.S. barometer. The 
volume of wholesale orders in Salt Lake 
City exceeded that of a year ago by 48°. 

Fesruary—Department store sales in 
Salt Lake City 24°, above that of a year 
earlier. Total industrial production vir- 
tually unchanged as labor supply becomes 
tighter. Deliveries slowing. Collections 
even with last year. 


Region 27 

JanvaRY—Barometer up slightly and 
34.2", above that of a year ago; 9.4° 
above that of U. S. Tacoma wholesale 
volume 5°. above last year, Seattle up 
10°, Portland up 15°, Spokane 4°%. 

Fresruary—Seattle department store 
sales 24°, higher than a year ago, Spokane 
up 28°, and Portland up 15°. Flour out- 
put in Seattle-Tacoma 13.8°,, larger than 
a year ago, Portland up 85.1°.. The rate 
ot collections slower than last year. 


Region 28 

JanvARY—Barometer up moderately 
and 24.1°., above a year ago; 0.3°, above 
U. S. barometer. Wholesale volume in 
San Francisco 20°, larger than a year 
ago, in Sacramento up 10°%. 

Fresruary—Department store sales in 
San Francisco 15°. larger than a year ago, 
in Oakland up 19°... Inventories still ex- 
panding. Output held even by labor dif- 
heulties. The rate of collections virtually 
even with year ago. | 


Region 29 

JaNUaRY—Barometer up noticeably and 
26.6°., above a year earlier; 4.8°,, above 
U.S. Wholesale volume in Los Angeles 
49°, higher than that of a year ago, and 
in San Diego volume up 5°%. 

Fespruary—Los Angeles department 
store sales 16°, above a year ago. San 
Diego sales up 17°. Crude oil produc- 
tion in California 10.5°4, higher than a 
year ago. Unemployment near record low 
levels. Collections slower than year ago. 
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